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SKIBACS 

Spring Social 

June 11th 
Look forward to a year-end 
recap of the season with your 
fellow skiers and riders - Gen 
Meeting and Elections will be 
June 11th at Elliot Bay Brewing 
at Lake City Way. Social hour at 
6, meeting starts at 7 till 9.  
Food sponsored by club.  No 
host bar.  
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………   TTThhheee   nnneeewwweeesssttt   SSSKKKIIIBBBAAACCCSSS   mmmeeemmmbbbeeerrr...   

EEENNNDDD   OOOFFF   TTTHHHEEE   

SSSEEEAAASSSOOONNN   IIISSSSSSUUUEEE   

2016 Trips Book will be 

out in 3 weeks.  Sneak 

peek on Pg 8. 
 

http://www.elliottbaybrewing.com/locations-menus/lake-city/
http://www.elliottbaybrewing.com/locations-menus/lake-city/
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SKIBACS (Puget Sound) - Social & Spring Meeting 
June 11th @ 6pm - Lake City Location    
 
Members! It’s time for a social gathering to talk snow sports and what better time 
than now. Thursday, June 11th we will be meeting up at Elliott Bay Public House & 
Brewery in the lower Cascade Room from 6-9 pm in Seattle. The club is springing 
for food so you have a bonus there. Drinks are no-host for this event. I have 
personally sampled their food and many a fine glass of craft beer from this fine 
establishment so you will all want to be there. 
 

HHHeeelllppp   NNNeeeeeedddeeeddd   
By Chris Colleran 

 
 WE NEED YOU!!!  Volunteers needed 
 
The Board of Directors of SKIBACS is comprised of several volunteers, who serve 
one year terms.  The duties of these volunteers are outlined in the By-laws with 
further information in the Operating Procedures.  There are Officers (President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer), Trustees (or Chairs) of the following 
committees: Lodge Administration, Facility, Ski School, Ski 
Trips, Marketing, Information Management, and Focals (Retireez and Web). 
 Are you interested in any of the above Board positions or in serving on a 
committee of the board?  We need you!  (For further information on any of the 
positions/committees, check out the blog at www.skibacs.org or contact a current 
board member).  Monthly time commitments for all board members is the 
monthly board meeting (approx. 2 hours).  Other time requirements vary by 
position depending on what is needed to get the job done. Time commitments for 
any committee activity will vary. 
Board members receive an annual remuneration - funds that can be used for 
activities within the club (i.e., toward a trip, lessons, or lodge stays), and are 
eligible for one multi-week lesson package per year. By participating, you can 
definitely build your network within the club and within Boeing.  You will be able 
to give back to the club that has served you and guide it into the future. 
Specific wants for committees: 

 Marketing – do you have an interest in Marketing? We need help with getting 
the word out about SKIBACS. There are loads of opportunities to do this, we 

http://www.skibacs.org/
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just need someone who is geared up to do so and can put together the club 
plan. This would include working on the club brochure, organizing participation 
in the Boeing Family Days, and finding other events at Boeing to participate in. 
If interested, contact Bill Haas, Marketing chair. 

 IT – a current project is looking for a different membership tool that can better 
handle everything that the club does. Another project is figuring out the digital 
marketing plan for the club. What digital tools can we use to help in the 
marketing of the club? Both of these projects can’t be completed by one 
person. If interested, contact Marc Boozer, Information Systems chair. 

 Events – do you love to plan events? The VP plans club get togethers, including 
General Meetings and the Christmas Party. If you’re a natural party planner, 
contact Chris Osborn, Vice President. 

 Facilities – it would be great to have a Facilities committee. Our new Facilities 
chair is very enthusiastic about his position and wants to get a long term 
facilities plan together. Have the desire to help him out? Contact Tom Watson, 
Facilities Chair. 

 Finance – we can always use help in looking at processes and how we could 
improve how the finances are handled. If interested, contact Chris Colleran. 

 Contact any board member to learn about their role and what you might be 
able to do to help out! 

Thanks for participating in your club! 
 

FFFiiinnnaaannnccceee   RRReeepppooorrrttt      
By Chris Colleran 
 

The club finances have recently been taken over by a new Treasurer.  Chris 
Colleran (recently club President) took over the Treasurer position from Brandie 
Robinson in late March.  Activities since that time have included writing checks for 
the Ski School refunds (due to most students only having two lessons), as well as 
writing the checks for the instructors who taught those lessons.  Upcoming 
activities will include putting together the budget for the 2015-2016 club year, 
balancing the accounts, providing monthly financial information to the Board, and 
semi-annual financial reports to the club as a whole.   
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SSSKKKIIIBBBAAACCCSSS   SSSKKKIII   SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL   NNNEEEWWWSSS 
By Michael Drake 

 
Hello everyone!  Yes, for most of our SKIBACS Ski and Snowboard students, sliding 
on snow (such as it was) is a months ago memory.   However, there is always 
another season….and like all baseball teams start each season as a ‘pennant 
contender’ we can view next season as our pending ‘epic’ snow year.   
 
It could happen.   
 
Still, we don’t want you going into next season, and have any unpleasant or rude 
surprises at the onset.   So two items…. 
 

1)  If you had a season pass with the Summit at Snoqualmie this last 
(2014/2015) season…remember you MUST renew your pass before 
 September 15, 2015 to get the generous credit they are offering towards 
next season’s pass.   I’d suggest just doing it now…lest summer activities 
distract you away from snow (hard to imagine that happening, but just 
saying…).   Go to their website 
 http://www.summitatsnoqualmie.com/blog/1415-passholders-get-massive-
discounts and have your last season pass handy (it has your pass number on 
it, you’ll need that number to get the 80% discount).   

 
2) SKIBACS lessons.  As you should know, we sent out surveys to last season’s 

students asking if you wanted a prorated refund now…or if you wanted, to 
apply your balance towards a discounted lesson next season.  So far, we’ve 
received 204 responses to our survey.  THANK-YOU!   If you’ve asked for the 
refund, it’s been sent, or is work.  If you responded for the credit, great, 
nothing more to do.   If you have not responded yet, we are assuming you 
will be applying for the credit for lessons next season, OR that if we don’t 
hear from you after March 1, 2016, that you are making a donation to your 
club (and after this last tumultuous season, your nonprofit club appreciates 
that donation). 
 
 
    

http://www.summitatsnoqualmie.com/blog/1415-passholders-get-massive-discounts
http://www.summitatsnoqualmie.com/blog/1415-passholders-get-massive-discounts
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BIG THANKS to:  Byron Dickerson, Lorne Mitchell, and Torisa Wang  
who have proactively donated lesson refunds to the club to help us through 
this rough season.   
 
If you are undecided, you can still reply to this survey, to update us on your 
intentions:  link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/L578H2G 
 

Thanks again on your patience thru this aggravating season…...  
 

Exploratory Group Wanted! 
 
My favorite Mission Ridge groomers… 
 
A morning of my five favorite different Crystal Northway off piste runs… 
 
My favorite off the beaten path hits, nooks and crannies at Stevens Pass… 
 
Intrigued?   
 
We have a concept we want to explore, that might be of interest to our members, 
and potentially might get some more folks interested in our great club. 
 
But we need a few volunteers to flesh out the details and try things out.   
 
Oh, the concept?  Actually, we want to try to steal a page out of some local bike 
clubs playbooks.  Just like many bike clubs will have ‘rides’ listed, where members 
agree to meet at a certain time and place, and a ‘ride leader’ shows folks his/her 
favorite bike route…we are thinking as a ski club, we could do the same thing.  
 Sort of like:  Day trip to Mt. Baker (or Mission Ridge, or White Pass…),  Carpool or 
meet at the area at x:xx am and a club member will show you all their favorite 
runs.    Or even more locally, some sample my favorite off piste runs at 
Crystal/Stevens/Alpental. 
 
Guides would not be giving lessons (can’t legally give them without training, 
certification, insurance and ski area approval anyway), but just members sharing 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/L578H2G
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with other members favorite (in bounds) hits and runs.   Like the bike clubs, 
where there are ‘cruisers’ and ‘strenuous’ level rides, we could set up ‘Groomer 
Familiarity’ or ‘Let’s sample black off piste’ group levels.    Members would have 
to self regulate as to whether they could keep up, or be bored (but we’d need to 
figure out a way to communicate that ahead of time, so folks know roughly what 
to expect).   Guides would be volunteer, and would have to be coached on how to 
meet, organize a group, not do anything to mislead folks in over others heads (e.g. 
guides could NOT give any coaching), etc.   
 

So what do you think?   Be interested in dropping in on a group that might be 
skiing an area you’ve never skied before?  Interested in sharing a little local 
knowledge with your fellow club members, enjoy the camaraderie and social 
interaction for half day or day?  Oh, then there is always the ‘Debriefing’ (some 
call it Apres) afterwards (maybe the most important aspect of the day). 
 

Please contact us if you’d like to be part of the steering/planning committee on 
setting something like this up…. Right now, the focal is Michael Drake (but as he 
has a certain ski school to run on the side..…really needs help and leadership of 
some energetic volunteers in making this idea happen).   
 

Finally… 
 

Winter is never really over…..unless you want it to be.    
 

Didn’t get enough turns in this winter?  Me neither.  Every summer some of your 
diehard instructor staff will get a little skiing in by hiking up to camp Muir on 
Mount Rainier and skiing down.   We just did this trip and you can do it too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SSSKKKIIIBBBAAACCCSSS   NNNEEEWWWSSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRR      JJJuuunnneee   222000111555   
 

 
 

Page 7 of 19 

It’s not super difficult skiing, but we do suggest that if you have not done this 1) 
do a couple training hikes and 2) go with someone who knows the way (in case 
the fog rolls in, it’s easy to drift off course in a white out, good idea to stay out of 
the adjacent glaciers). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Or….crazier still….Mount Hood (Timberline) will still have summer 
operations…maybe not as late into summer as usual…..but I’ll be there in July for 
some race camps (ski in the morning, bike or golf in the afternoon…kinda 
strange…but you gotta love the northwest (Hood, and Whistler both) for having 
options like this).    At Hood, there is always a ‘public lane’, where you don’t have 
to be with a  camp to ski (so it’s one run, and the lift ticket is not cheap…but hey, 
it is skiing in summer).    
 
And of course, there is always ‘southern hemisphere’….where it really will be 
winter (I’ll be in Argentina skiing in September…rumor has it we might be having a 
SKIBACS trip to the Andes summer of 2016….).    Options, options…. 
 
See, you don’t have to get bored with all this ‘summer’ cycling, golfing, boating 
stuff.    
 
Michael Drake 
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222000111666   TTTrrriiipppsss    
By Jean Fedor 

Next year, the SKIBACS trips will be  

Sun Peaks (BC) 

Big Sky (MT) 

Big White (BC) 

Whitewater & Red Mountain (BC) 

Argentina (in August 2016).  

Trip Book will be out in 3 weeks. 

Contact Trips Chair Jean Fedor at jeanrfedor@gmail.com 

 
 

   TTTrrriiippp   RRReeepppooorrrttt   –––   MMMttt   BBBaaaccchhheeelllooorrr   SSStttoookkkeeeddd!!!   
 

By Jeanne Trimberger 
 
 

Thursday, 04/02/15, eleven 
adventurous skiers carpooled to Mt 
Bachelor for three “Springtacular” 
Ski days. Friday morning dawned a 
“blue bird” day with 4” of new snow, 
88” of snow coverage mid mountain, 
no lift lines, and a variety of ski runs 
for all abilities. Upon arrival, two 
Bachelor Ambassadors were waiting 
to guide us on a get  
acquainted/refresher mountain tour. New member Michael Knopp 
immediately went to explore the black diamond runs and Dick 
Underwood later joined him. Ollie Lajoie got lots of race practice runs 
in for the Pacific NW Race Championships at Bachelor the following 
week. Congrats to Ollie on winning 2 Silver medals and a 4

th 
place. 

Eleanor Johnson paused on the mountain and heard familiar voices 
 
 

Photo by Bill Haas 

 

mailto:jeanrfedor@gmail.com
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 calling her name. What a surprise, it was her European ski friends 
now retired  from Boeing & living in Bend OR. Boeing people really do 
get around! 
 

 Friday evening the Hilton 
Doubletree hosted a “Welcome 
Party”. While conversing about our 
day on the mountain, we enjoyed 
microbrew beer, local wine, and 
tasty hot and cold appetizers. 
There were door prize drawings 
for everyone. For further 
entertainment, Bend’s trendy 
downtown art galleries and shops 
were having their monthly Art Walk 
with a live band, complimentary 
wine, and appetizers. 

 
Saturday morning found Bachelor 
refreshed with 1” of snow, good 
grooming, and comfortable temps. 
Bob Weist was anxious to get some 
turns in after an unexpected trip to 
the ER sidelined him for 24 hrs. He 
readjusted his medical equipment 
and skied faster than the speed of 
light for the remaining two days!  
 
Midafternoon, after skiing hard, we 
hustled back to Bend for a Deschutes 
Brewery tour.   The tour was interesting, 
informative, and the tastings were fun. 
Afterwards, everyone gathered for the 
club Social at McMenamins Pub in the 
historic Old St. Francis School. 
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McMenamins is one of the top 50 largest craft Breweries in the United 
States.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Sunday there was more slope time with an occasional flurry or two. 
The weather forecast called for a rain/sleet mix from Redmond to 
Timberline in the afternoon. Reluctantly, two o’clock found us tired but 
happy on the road to Seattle. Miyoko Fine summed up our three day 
mountain adventures “memories are not made but found”! 
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TTTrrriiippp   RRReeepppooorrrttt   ---   TTTaaaooosss    
By Jean Fedor 
 

Taos trip report  

 

Twentytwo excited skiers and 

boarders landed in Albuquerque NM 

3/14 /15. We were picked up by the 

Snakedance condo folks for skiing a 

2 ½ hour shuttle ride to Taos Ski 

resort.  

The Snake dance condos were very conveniently located at the resort base and 

walking distance to the village restaurants, bars and shops.  

Taos had a lovely 75 “ base and sunshine which allowed us to explore the new 

Kachina Peak lift which added 500 acres to the ski area. After a few days of sunny 

skiing the heavens opened up and provided us with over a foot of new snow.. The 

weather then cleared again so we had amazing conditions. The group was treated to 

a fabulous party and dinner at the home of the Snakedance Manager. The group 

also enjoyed  trips into the very artistic town of Taos for great food and shopping. 

During a challenging ski year we were all grateful for this awesome trip. 
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WWWhhhiiittteeefffiiissshhh      IIInnnssstttrrruuuccctttooorrr   TTTrrriiippp   RRReeepppooorrrttt   
      BBByyy   SSSttteeevvveee   MMMcccMMMaaannniiigggaaalll   

   

   
On April 8

th
, 7 aging baby boomers and 2 accident’s (Jill’s sons) Caravanned to 

Whitefish Montana to attend PSIA’s Spring Symposium and close the place down. 

It was Whitefish’s last weekend of operations. Our journey began in a slick looking 

Mazda 9 and a tired old Chevy Van.  

 

After a long and uneventful day of driving we arrived at Whitefish at sunset and 

made ourselves at home in a rented mansion for the weekend. 

 

It was possible to ski from our rented Mansion to the lift---if you didn’t mind 

walking across 40’ of dirt, mud and rocks with your skis on.  Otherwise we had to 

walk across the dirt, mud and rocks, mount up and glide down to the main lodge 

and lift.   There was a nifty little creek running due to the snow melt to wash the 

dirt, mud and rocks off your boots before mounting up.  It’s been that kind of a 

season. 

 

Thursday morning was ½ price ticket day for PSIA skiers and we took full 

advantage of it.  I skied so damn hard on Thursday I was afraid I’d have trouble 

skiing for the actual event which ran from Friday thru Sunday. 
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Thursday and Friday were warm with spring snow conditions; hard park in the 

morning that turned to corn snow in the afternoon.   And hats off to Whitefish, they 

did a good job grooming the ski hill every evening. 

 

Michael Drake, Gary Vasseur, Fred Martin and wife arrived fashionably late 

Thursday night and Christine and Sean flew in Friday evening (School and work 

was more important than skiing). 

 

Friday was ski with a “Pro” day. 

 

The weather turned cold on Saturday and Sunday and we did our clinics on hard 

pack snow conditions, well groomed snow---but damn hard snow. 

 

All in all it was a great event and hats off to LuLu for making the arrangements and 

renting the “Mansion”, it made the event fun and easy, and a billion times better 

than staying at a Motel 6 (and cost less too). 

 

Those who attended Symposium  were Andy Rubesch; Christine Colleran; Fred 

Martin and Wife; Michael Drake; Peggy Halstead; Phil Carey; Gary Vasseur; Jill, 

Sean, Chase and Dillon Erieau and  LuLu, Steve and Christine McManigal. 
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Crystal SKIBACS Lodge 

By Tom Watson     

Your SKIBACS lodge was in full swing with laughter, hard work and a 
camaraderie that was contagious. Be careful! You may catch it too the 2nd 
weekend in October at the ANNUAL FALL WORK PARTY!!!!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tasks Completed: 
- Carpet cleaning in all common areas - dining room, lounge, play room and 
tv room - Chane Clark, Lyndsey Hagen,Mitzi Haslinger, Tia Newby 
- Commercial refridgeration compressor cleaned. Manuals recovered from 
the internet and archived for future reference - Steve Gratton 
- Kitchen deep cleaning and organizing. Ellie Austin, Sheila Hauck, Melody 
Yamada, Julie Clark, Sue Smith 
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- Lounge and entry fixtures and artwork repaired, cleaned, organized and 
rehung - Cheryl Mackay 
- Stainless cooktops, ovens and 
hoods were cleaned and polished- 
Sheila Hauck 
- Dining room ceiling and light fixtures 
dusted and cleaned- Sheila Hauck, 
Julie Clark 
- Men’s room first floor sinks sealed 
and caulked- Chris Osborn 
- Men’s room plumbing fixture leaks 
repaired- Chris Osborn, Chane Clark 
- Women’s first and second floor 
broken plumbing fixtures removed and 
readied for fall replacement- Dan 
Kruger, Norm Duckett 
- Heat registers in Room #8 and 3rd floor removed and readied for 
replacement in the fall - David Hauck, Fred Martin 
- 3rd floor bathroom sink had burst from freezing it was replaced and is in 
service again - David Hauck 
- Debris collected in boiler room was removed. Sink was scrubbed and 
cleaned. - Tia Newby 

- Locker room was swept and 
years of accumulated trash 
was hauled away- Tia Newby 
- materials and equipment 
discarded and left under the 
south deck walkway were 
hauled away-Dan Kruger, 
Willie Mackay, Norm Duckett, 
Ceyel Clark, Fred Martin 

 
 

- wood discarded under the south deck walkway was repurposed to kindling 
filling up the entire kindling box- Norm Ducket, Dan Kruger, Ceyel Clark 

- wood logs left at the south end of the parking lot for years was cut up and 
stacked in the wood pile- Willie Mackay, Fred Martin 
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- 780 lbs of debris were hauled to enumclaw and discarded or recycled- Tom 
Watson, Ceyel Clark 
- propane bottles and outdated fire extinguishers were hauled to Auburn 
hazardous waste facility and turned in for disposal- Tom Watson, Ceyel 
Clark 
- Wi Fi internet reconditioned and upgraded- Marc Boozer, Chris Osborn 
- Caretakers’ bathroom exhaust fan vent was extended through the exterior 
wall and connected- David Hauck, Don Meyer 
- Deck inspection and as-built drawing for fall restoration - Don Meyer 
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- 80 lbs of pork was consumed - 
credit to the entire work party team 
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RRREEETTTIIIRRREEEEEEZZZ   RRREEEPPPOOORRRTTT   
   BBByyy   BBBooobbb   WWWeeeiiisssttt   

   

"The Retireez wound up the 2014/15 season with a great trip to Bachelor on April 

2-5, and the final meeting on April 14.   This was the season that demonstrated the 

wisdom of signing up for SKIBACS trips.  The trips were all good, as opposed to 

the the local skiing, which was an abomination. I did not ski a single day locally.  

I am planning one summer activity.  There will be an overnight at the Crystal lodge 

on Aug. 20.    If you have never been to the lodge during the summer, you have 

been missing a great experience. The weather is almost always pleasant, so you can 

sit on the deck with a glass of wine.  And we always have a great dinner and 

breakfast.   We will take a hike around the ski area on the Thursday, and go up to 

Sunrise for a hike on Friday.   The wild flowers are always in full bloom.  Call or 

email me if you want to join us.  

Bob" 

   

   

   

NNNEEEWWWSSSWWWOOORRRTTTHHHYYY   IIITTTEEEMMMSSS   WWWAAANNNTTTEEEDDD   ………aaannnddd   

III’’’mmm   gggeeettttttiiinnnggg   ttthhheeemmm   ………   llliiikkkeee   ttthhhiiisss!!!   
By Bill Haas 
 

If you have articles or photos you think the 
membership would enjoy, please send them to 
me!  You can see I use everything …  
 

 
 

 
 
Have you renewed your membership? 
 

Have your snow buddies?  It is time to make sure your membership in 
SKIBACS current.  Renewal can be done on-line.  Go to 
www. USKIBACS U.org and follow the instructions to make sure you stay 
current on the club and events. 
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2014-2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President               Chris Osborn                  253-653-0771 

Vice President       Chris Osborn                  253-653-0771 

Secretary               Steve McManigal           425-359-5255 

Trips                      Jean Fedor                     jeanrfedor@gmail.com 

Treasurer               Chris Colleran                425-965-3091 

Ski School             Michael Drake                425-342-7064 

Marketing              Bill Haas                         425-225-8693 

Info Sys Mgr          Marc Boozer                  425-234-6865 

Lodge Adm            Bev Merryman               253-862-2303 

                                                                   bmerry135@yahoo.com 

Facilities                Tom Watson                 tjwconstcoinc@mac.com   

Retirees                 Bob Weist                      425-746-3608 

Receptionist           Kellie Heslin                  206-400-7542 

Web Design           Matt Bentley                  425-342-4138 
 

 
SKIBACS Newsletter editor is Bill Haas. If you have comments on the newsletter content or format, you 
can reach Bill via e-mail at william.c.haas@boeing.com or leave a message at 206-225-8693. 
Thanks!  

 

"News items and editorial comments in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Boeing Company or those who wrote the articles.”  

 

Reservationist:  Kellie Heslin 
Phone:  206-400-SKI 2 (7542) 
                                (Leave a message any time)  
 
e-mail:  info@USKIBACSU.org  
Web Site:  http://www.SKIBACS.org  
Mail Stop:  4H-58  
Address:  SKIBACS  
                                PO Box 3707, MS 4H-58  
 Seattle, WA 98124-2207  
 
Winter Hours (October 1 - March 30)  
Mon thru Fri - 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM  
 
Off-Season Hours (April 1st - September 30)  
Tuesday and Thursday - 1:00 to 3:00 PM  
 
Crystal Mt. Lodge Pay Phone:  
360-663-2698 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   


